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Celebrating Our Founders

As the Yellow Springs Community Foundation was thriving and 
growing in 2008, its 35th year, the trustees thought it would be þtting 
to honor its original founders with a program of celebration and a 
buffet brunch. The event took place on Saturday, November 8, 2008 
in the Family Life Center of the Central Chapel AME Church.

YSCF was chartered on April 26, 1974. But the idea came much 
earlier. In 1968, Edwin K. Foos, of the Kelly-Springþeld family, 
died. He had chosen, as beneþciaries of a trust, four Yellow Springs 
organizations: the Lions Club, for scholarships for local high school 
graduates; Antioch College, for scholarships; the Presbyterian 
Church, of which he had been a member; and the Yellow Springs 
Library Association, to beneþt the library.

Jim Mitchell, president of the Miami Deposit Bank, was named 
trustee. In talking with community leaders about what Foos had done 
for Yellow Springs, Mitchell developed the concept of an organiza-
tion to which individuals could bequeath funds, either for a speciþc 
purpose or for the general good of the community.

Mitchell died unexpectedly in January 1974, just as he had begun 
to develop support for a community foundation. His wife, Dorothy, 
saw an opportunity to honor his memory by putting his ideas into 
action—even if she wasn’t sure exactly how it would work. She 
asked four other people to help þgure it out: Perry Stewart, who had 
succeeded Mitchell as president of Miami Deposit Bank; George 
Asakawa, president of Vernay Laboratories; Hardy Trolander, presi-
dent of Yellow Springs Instrument Company; and Philip Aultman, 
Village of Yellow Springs Solicitor. Together, they formed the þrst 
Board of Trustees of the Yellow Springs Community Foundation. It 
was these four and Dorothy Mitchell the trustees chose to honor.

Of the original founders, George Askawa, Perry Stewart and 
Hardy Trolander were in attendance. Philip Aultman had passed 
away and Dorothy Mitchell, now Dorothy Mitchell Gish, had long 
since moved away to California and remarried. 

About 30 current and former trustees and staff and their guests 
gathered for the event. Attending were: George & Toshiko Asakawa; 
Bruce Bradtmiller & Carol Cottom; Orlando & Leanora Brown; 
Joe & Marilyn Dowdell; Larry Gerthoffer; Jewell & Paul Graham; 
Virgil Hervey & Amy Lee; Rev. Charles Hill; Evelyn & Tom  
LaMers; Maureen Lynch & Richard Lapedes; Rachel McKinley; 
Susan Miller; Gilah Pomeranz; Fran & Bruce Rickenbach; Dorothy 
O. & Bill Scott; Jane Scott; Ann Shaw; Perry Stewart & JoAnn 

Members of the þrst YSCF board, George Asakawa, Perry Stewart, 
and Hardy Trolander, were honord at a founderõs Day celebration in 
November

Jewel Graham, current President Bruce Bradtmiller, and past President 
Fran Rickenbach



Mahle; Hardy Trolander; and Dave Wishart.
YSCF Trustee Orlando Brown made introductory remarks and 

welcomed the guests. Rev. Charles Hill of the Yellow Springs United 
Methodist Church gave the invocation. After a breakfast buffet, the 
guests were invited to introduce themselves. 

YSCF President Bruce Bradtmiller made a few remarks and 
gave a power point presentation highlighting the growth of the 
organization, the modernization of its handling of information and 
other changes, recent grants and new endowments. Various members 
of the audience shared their remembrances of their time at YSCF.

Certiþcates of appreciation were presented to George, Hardy, 
and Perry and it was announced that grants in honor of the found-
ers would be made to organizations of their choosing. Grants were 
made as follows: $200 to Yellow Springs Senior Citizens, Inc. in 
honor of George Asakawa; $200 to the Glen Helen Association in 
honor of Hardy Trolander; $200 to Yellow Springs Senior Citizens, 
Inc. in honor of Dorothy Mitchell Gish; and a transfer of $200 
from unrestricted funds to the General Endowment in honor of 
Perry Stewart.

 Then it was time for Perry to talk some numbers, after which, 
Bruce made some closing remarks. Although Dorothy Mitchell 
Gish was not able to attend, he said, she was very much a part of 
the gathering in spirit, and he read from a letter written by her for 
the occasion. 

“. . . it was Perry Stewart, Hardy Trolander, and George Asakawa 
who had the knowledge and expertise in establishing Jim Mitchell’s 
dream of an organization to coordinate modest bequests for the beneþt 
of the Yellow Springs community,” she wrote. “My sincere congratu-
lations to the founders of Yellow Springs Community Foundation 
and their efforts to keep the organization growing. Yellow Springs 
is fortunate to have these community-minded individuals.” 

Vice-President Jane Scott and former Trustee Dorothy O. Scott 
celebrating our founders.

Swimmers at the Yellow Springs pool now þnd it much easier to 
get in and out of the water, thanks to a YSCF grant in early 2008 
that replaced ladder treads and added new steps and a hydraulic lift. 
Dr. Rubin Battino and Rita Colbert spearheaded the effort that was 
initially targeted at improving the pool’s safety and accessibility 
for residents with physical disabilities.

“Many lap swimmers and lane walkers found the ladder access 
to the pool to be difþcult, even painful to use,ó said Dr. Battino. 
“Many are elderly, and some have disabilities that make use of the 
ladders impossible.”

The original grant request was to fund wider tread steps for 
one ladder (at a total cost of $248) and a set of portable þberglass 
steps with stainless steel rails and slip-resistant treads (projected 
to cost $1596.40, plus $200 for shipping). However, it was later 
learned the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that 
“at least two accessible means of entry shall be provided for each 
public use and common use swimming pool.” The portable steps, 
known as the “Easy Ladder” and built by Recreonics of Louisville, 
Kentucky, would provide only a single ADA compliant entry/exit 
point. Therefore, the grant request was revised to also include a 
removable, remote-controlled hydraulic poolside lift as well as 
replacement steps for all seven of the pool’s ladders. 

Questions from the Grants Review Committee about the rec-
ommended placement of the proposed steps and lift, the amount 
of space they would take up, children’s safety, ease of use, and 
the pool’s overall future at the time led to an initial approval of 
$1,312 for just the new ladder steps. Once questions about their 
placement, space requirements, and other issues were addressed, 
board members subsequently approved an additional $1,596.40 for 
the portable steps, $3,577 for the lift, and combined shipping costs 
of $950. That brought the total amount of the grant to $7,435.40 
for all improvements. 

The Village of Yellow Springs agreed to fund installation and 
ongoing maintenance of the improvements, which were installed 
in time for the pool’s June 2008 opening. The steps, built to spe-
ciþcally þt the poolõs proþle, are placed in the southwest corner of 
the shallow childrenõs section. They þt ÿush to the pool wall, are 
completely enclosed, and are equipped with slip-resistant treads. The 
“Splash” semi-portable lift was installed on the opposite, northeast 
corner of the children’s area. This location allows a swimmer to be 
easily moved from a wheelchair into either the main pool or the 
children’s shallow area. Powered by a 24-volt rechargeable battery, 
it has a lifting capacity of 400 lbs. and can be operated by the user 
with a waterproof hand control.

While the project signiþcantly improves the poolõs handicapped 
access, everyone who uses the pool will beneþt from these improve-
ments for many years to come. 

 

Gaining Access to the Village Pool




